
VICE PRESIDENT
The Vice President, as an officer of the International Executive Board of the Forest Products Society, has the duty to help 
establish Society policies and direct Society activities and programs and also has the following committee responsibilities. 
The primary responsibility is to Chair the Technical Program for the annual International Convention that takes place 1-year 
following election to office, which includes assisting with the solicitation, selection, and organization of the technical ses-
sions. The Vice President also serves as a member of the Budget and Finance Committee and the Strategic Planning Commit-
tee. The Vice President runs as an unopposed candidate for President Elect after completing the Vice President term. The Vice 
President has a 4-year commitment to the Executive Board, moving up through the offices of President Elect and President 
and ending their commitment as immediate Past President.
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Richard P. Vlosky
Director & Professor
Louisiana Forest Products Development Center, Louisiana State University

Richard Vlosky is Director of the Louisiana Forest Products Development Center and Crosby Land 
and Resources Endowed Professor in Forest Sector Business Development
at the Louisiana State University Agricultural Center in Baton Rouge.  He received his Ph.D. in 
Wood Products Marketing at Penn State University, an M.S. in International Forest Products Trade 
from the University of Washington and a B.S. in Natural Resources and Forest Management from 
Colorado State University. 

His areas of research and consulting include: biofuels/bioprocessing & bioenergy, domestic and international forest products mar-
keting and business development, certification & green marketing, eBusiness and eCommerce. He has authored or co-authored 
over 135 refereed publications, 15 book chapters and 4 books. Dr. Vlosky has made over 350 presentations on a variety of topics in 
the U.S. and 28 countries. He previously was: Product Line Marketing and Planning Manager, Plum Creek Timber Co, Seattle , WA; 
General Manager, Bar Tech International Coding Systems, Inc., Vancouver , B.C. and; Database Manager, Center for International 
Trade in Forest Products (CINTRAFOR) at the University of Washington , Seattle , WA.  Rich is Sector Leader-Wood Products for the 
Louisiana Institute for Biofuels and Bioprocessing (LIBBi), and member of the Louisiana Representative. Southern Bioenergy Work-
ing Group. Internationally, he is the United States representative for the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IU-
FRO) Research Group on Forest Products Marketing and Business Development;  President of WoodEMA, the Association of Wood 
Processing and Furniture Manufacturing in Zagreb, Croatia and an Adjunct Professor at the University of Timisoara in Romania. For 
10 years, he as the Team Leader for the UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Products Marketing.

He has shown consistent commitment in serving the Forest Products Society since becoming a member 20 years ago. In addition 
to leadership as Membership Chair for the Mid-South Section, Rich has been involved in a number of strategic leadership roles at 
the National level. His most current activity was chairing the 2013 International Convention Coordinating Committee for the meet-
ing held in Austin, Texas June 9-11, 2013. Shortly after the 2012 International Convention in Washington, DC, he developed and 
executed an evaluation survey to all FPS members, focusing on those that attended as a tool to improve the convention in 2013. 
His additional current and past contributions to the Society are: 2011-Present-Chair, Internationalization Task Group which Rich 
took the initiative to bring to the Board for approval to create; 1998-present Membership Chair Mid-South Section; 2009 Member. 
National Research Needs Assessment Committee, Jointly sponsored by US Forest Service, Forest Products Society and Society of 
Wood Science & Technology; In 2007, he chaired the Website Development & Improvement Committee and continues to be a 
member; 2008-member of the International Nominating Committee; In 2006, he was a member of the Membership Recruitment/
Branding Committee; In 2005, he was a member of the Student-Full Member Conversion Committee; In 2002, at the request from 
the FPS Board, Rich Coordinated a  Membership needs assessment survey. He developed the survey, executed it for all FPS mem-
bers, analyzed the results and disseminated the assessment report to FPS members and the Board; In 2002, he was a key member 
of the International Cooperation Committee; From 2001-2003, Rich was Chair of the  Marketing Technical Interest Group and 
Vice-Chair of this TIG from 1998-2000. From 1997-98 he was a member of the National Membership Committee and Chair of the 
ad-hoc Electronic Publication Task Group; From 1995-1998 he co-Chaired the Electronic Information Technology Sub-Committee; 
At the International Convention in Portland, Oregon, he was Co-Coordinator for the Marketing Educator Forum and the Information 
Technology Forum.  From 1995-present he is a Reviewer for the Forest Products Journal.
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David DeVallance 
FPS Vice-President
2015-2016

Dr. David DeVallance is Assistant Professor of Wood Science, West Virginia University. He 
teaches courses in Sustainable Construction, Quantitative Decision Making, Plant Layout, 
and Marketing Forest Products. He is interested in material manufacturing, process 
control methods, composite design, biofuels pretreatment and in the testing and use 
of recycled and sustainable materials. Before coming to West Virginia University, Dr. 
DeVallance was a Graduate Research Assistant in the Department of Wood Science and 
Engineering at Oregon State University. Prior to graduate school, he also served as Staff 
scientist for TECO, Madison, WI and Eugene, OR and as Staff engineer for PFS Corporation 
in Madison, WI.

VICE-PRESIDENT
The Vice President, as an officer of the International Executive Board of the Forest Products Society, has the duty to help 
establish Society policies and direct Society activities and programs and also has the following committee responsibilities. 
The primary responsibility is to Chair the Technical Program for the annual International Convention that takes place 1-year 
following election to office, which includes assisting with the solicitation, selection, and organization of the technical 
ses- sions. The Vice President also serves as a member of the Budget and Finance Committee and the Strategic Planning 
Commit- tee. The Vice President runs as an unopposed candidate for President Elect after completing the Vice President 
term. The Vice President has a 4-year commitment to the Executive Board, moving up through the offices of President Elect 
and President and ending their commitment as immediate Past President.


